




In Manitoba, laying hens are housed in a variety of different ways 
including conventional and enriched cages, free-run in a barn, and  
free-run with access to the outdoors (weather permitting).

Each housing system is referenced in Canada’s Recommended Code 
of Practice for the care and handling of pullets (young chicks), laying 
hens, and spent fowl. The Code provides guidelines for space, water, 
feed, lighting, air circulation, handling etc., and is cited in Manitoba’s 
Animal Care Act. The Code of Practice was developed collaboratively with 
organizations including the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Canadian Federation of Humane Societies, the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency, as well as poultry specialists and farmers. 

In addition to the Code, Manitoba Egg Farmers has introduced a 
Quality Assurance Program to ensure farmers meet Code guidelines 
and are food safety certified.

Each housing system is designed to provide the laying hens with fresh food and water and ensure they are safe from predators. In addition, indoor housing 
provides a consistent air temperature and also protects hens from coming in contact with wild birds that many carry diseases such as Avian Influenza. 

“We take the care and 
well-being of our hens 
very seriously.”

CONVENTIONAL CAGES provide hens with small group settings 
that enable all birds to have equal access to fresh food and water. 
Caged housing maximizes food safety because the hen's manure is 
separated from the eggs, and removed regularly.  

ENRICHED CAGES are furnished with perches, a scratching pad and 
a curtained nesting area.

FREE-RUN HOUSING IN A BARN gives hens access to the entire 
barn floor area. Hens are able to perch, scratch and lay their eggs in 
nesting boxes.. 

FREE-RUN HOUSING (OUTDOORS) gives hens access to the 
outdoors and outdoor vegetation; weather permitting. Hens are 
able to perch, nest, dust bathe, scratch and forage for food.
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The Care of       
    Laying Hens

in Manitoba

Manitoba Egg Farmers (MEF) 

represents over 170 regulated egg and 

pullet farmers whose primary responsibility 

is the care of their hens. Research into space 

requirements and housing alternatives is 

ongoing and based on behavioral science.  

Egg farmers are receptive to change and are 

continuously seeking to improve the care 

and well-being of their laying hens.

Egg farmers are committed to 

providing high quality, nutritious 

eggs for Manitobans to enjoy. 
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